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I. General Information:
Instructor:





Ms. Karie Wilson




Contact Information:               

Phone #: 586.749.6000 ext. 264



Email: kwilson@merritt-academy.org                                                   

Website: http://wilsonssciencespot.weebly.com 
      II.    Our Classroom Responsibilities: 
My Responsibilities as Your Teacher
· To respect all student’s right to learn. 

· To provide a safe and comfortable environment.

· To exhibit a positive attitude every day.

· To teach you science to the best of my ability.

· To be on time and prepared for class every day.

Your Responsibilities as My Students
· To respect all student’s right to learn.

· To sustain a safe and comfortable environment.

· To exhibit a positive attitude every day.

· To learn science to the best of your ability.

· To be on time and prepared for class every day.

 * Note:  All other Merritt Academy rules and responsibilities are also expected to be followed!

III. Classroom Systems and Routines:

· Turning in assignments – When turning in assignments the work is simply placed on the front of your lab table and I circulate around the room to collect them. 

· Absent work - If a student is absent he/she will be given the number of school days absent to complete missing work. (Ex: 5 school days absent = 5 school days to make up work) This does not include days that school is not in session.  If make up work is turned in past the set make up work due date, the late work policy will apply. It is the student’s responsibility to obtain for his/her make up work.  The following is the process for obtaining absent work:

1. Review the calendar at the back of the room to see what work was completed during absence. (including “ Do Now” information.)

2. Obtain any paperwork required from your class folder.

3. Obtain any notes or other written work from a classmate.

4. See Ms. Wilson with any remaining questions.

* If student is absent the day before a test, you will still take the test on the given day. 
*If student is absent the DAY OF a test or a quiz, I will meet with student to schedule a make-up session. Make-up assessments will take place during SWAT/Lunch or 9th hour.

· Detentions – If a school procedure or classroom procedure is not followed a detention may be assigned. Detentions are served Tuesday during lunch. 
· All graded work should be saved.  In order for me to fix a grade, I MUST see the graded work.  

· Disrespect of other students, teacher, or self WILL NOT BE TOLERATED!!

· I am available before and after school every day.  If additional time is needed I will gladly make ANY possible accommodations needed to aid in the success of each student!

IV. Project Expectations and Supplies:

· The overall grade in this class is based off 4 research projects and a couple novels. Two projects will be completed in class during the first semester and then the last two will be in second semester. The Animal Behavior Project (last project) will be conducted at home. Student will be expected to buy, borrow, or obtain all materials for this project
· Other supplies needed throughout the year – poster board, crayons/colored pencils,  
V. Grading Scale:

· Grades are based on a weighted point system.  

· Tests, projects, and lab report will be 80% of your class grade. (these are referred to as assessments)

· Homework and in-class work will be 20% of your class grade. (these are referred to as assignments)

· Exam will be 20% of overall semester grade. 

· Students will be permitted to make corrections on any graded work (assignments or assessments) they earn a D or an E on. Correction will be made with teacher guidance at 9th hour and a maximum of 50% of the points lost may be earned back. 
· In order to complete TEST corrections for additional points, the test review for specific test must have been completed prior to taking test

Grade percentages translate to letter grades on the following scale:

100-93 A


92-90 A-

89-87 B+

86-83 B

82-80 B-

79-77 C+

76-73 C

72-70 C-

69-67 D+

66-63 D

62-60 D-

59 & Below  E
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VI. Late Work Procedure
Class assignments and homework help a student to demonstrate his/her ability to master material. It is how I assess a student’s progress and assign grades, but assignments are also a big part of a high school student’s pathway to learning valuable study habits and time management skills.  Assignments are to be completed in a timely and efficient manner with 100% effort.  However, sometimes circumstances arise when a student is not able to complete an assignment on time.  If this is the case, the following late policy will apply:

· Each semester student’s will be given 2 late passes.  These late passes are tracked in the teacher’s grade book.  It is the student’s responsibility to mark LATE at the top of the assignment.  If a student wishes to turn in an assignment late, he/she may hand in the assignment with a late pass up to ONE day late with no penalty.

· If an assignment is 1 or 2 days late, the assignment will be graded and 75% of the earned grade will be put in grade book. (25% off)
· If an assignment is more than 2 days late, the assignment will be graded and 50% of the earned grade will be put in grade book. (50% off)
· Assignments will remain at 50% credit until 1 week prior to the end of the card marking. At that point, late work will no longer be accepted. 
· If an assignment is already given and a student is absent or school is cancelled after it is assigned, the original due date still applies. 
· Any assignment turned in on a day OTHER than the due date, 1 of 3 things need to be written on top of the paper: 1. Late, 2. LWP (late work pass), or 3. Absent. If a paper is not properly marked, it will be deemed LATE and penalized as such. 
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** Note: There are several long term papers and projects that will not be accepted past the due date. If an assignment due date is fixed, late passes will not be accepted and assignments will not be allowed to be turned in late.  Students will be notified when an assignment is given if that assignment has a fixed due date. 

For everyone, students, parents, administration, and I, to be on the same page it is vital for the above information to be read and understood by all parties.  In an effort to ensure that I have correct emails, I am going to ask that visit my website and fill out the Google form located on the home page.
http://wilsonssciencespot.weebly.com [image: image1.png]
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