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Definitions A bibliography is a list of sources (books, journals, Web sites, periodicals, etc.) one has used for researching a topic. Bibliographies are sometimes called "References" or "Works Cited" depending on the style format you are using. A bibliography usually just includes the bibliographic information (i.e., the author, title, publisher, etc.).

An annotation is a summary and/or evaluation. Therefore, an annotated bibliographyincludes a summary and/or evaluation of each of the sources. Depending on your project or the assignment, your annotations may do one or more of the following.

· Summarize: Some annotations merely summarize the source. What are the main arguments? What is the point of this book or article? What topics are covered? If someone asked what this article/book is about, what would you say? The length of your annotations will determine how detailed your summary is.

For more help, see our handout on paraphrasing sources.

· Assess: After summarizing a source, it may be helpful to evaluate it. Is it a useful source? How does it compare with other sources in your bibliography? Is the information reliable? Is this source biased or objective? What is the goal of this source?

For more help, see our handouts on evaluating resources.

· Reflect: Once you've summarized and assessed a source, you need to ask how it fits into your research. Was this source helpful to you? How does it help you shape your argument? How can you use this source in your research project? Has it changed how you think about your topic?

Your annotated bibliography may include some of these, all of these, or even others. If you're doing this for a class, you should get specific guidelines from your instructor.

Format 
The format of an annotated bibliography can vary, so if you're doing one for a class, it's important to ask for specific guidelines.

The bibliographic information: Generally, though, the bibliographic information of the source (the title, author, publisher, date, etc.) is written in either MLA or APA format. For more help with formatting, see our MLA handout. For APA, go here: APA handout.

The annotations: The annotations for each source are written in paragraph form. The lengths of the annotations can vary significantly from a couple of sentences to a couple of pages. The length will depend on the purpose. If you're just writing summaries of your sources, the annotations may not be very long. However, if you are writing an extensive analysis of each source, you'll need more space.

You can focus your annotations for your own needs. A few sentences of general summary followed by several sentences of how you can fit the work into your larger paper or project can serve you well when you go to draft.

Annotated Bibliography Assignment

Prepare an annotated bibliography that includes a summary and assessment of the articles that you compile and find useful for researching your question. Annotations must go beyond summarization of the article and include an assessment.  Most, if not all, of your sources should be current (2000 – present). All references should be either peer-reviewed or works that have withstood the test of time, e.g., Dewey. 

Annotations should range from 1 to 2 typed pages (double spaced). Include bibliographic information at the top of the page for each entry. 

Example of bibliographic information using APA Style:

Anderson, L. M., D. C. Smith, et al. (2000). Integrating learner and learning concerns:

         Prospective elementary science teachers' paths and progress. Teaching and Teacher

         Education 16: 547-574.

Guiding Questions:

Summary:

1. What is the purpose of the research?

2. What is the thesis/hypothesis? Explain in your own words.

Critique:

3. Does the researcher offer sufficient evidence to support the thesis/hypothesis?

4. Do the methods fit the purposes/goals of the research?

5. Is the research narrative sufficient for the reader to understand what the research actually did?

Explain.

6. Did you feel that the data analysis is accurate? Explain.

